
I am genuinely excited to put these 

words onto ‘paper’ as the first of many 

newsletters covering what we refer to 

as Patrol Zone 1. 

As police officers, we have many fond 

memories of where our careers began, 

and for me, Zone 1 will always be spe-

cial.  My first 4+ years as a police of-

ficer were spent patrolling neighbor-

hoods north of Morse Road.  A lot has 

changed since then but two things 

remain the same; Zone 1 has the most 

professional police officers in Colum-

bus, and is still a great place to raise a 

family. 

Why a newsletter?  Since 1996, the 

Columbus Division of Police has pur-

sued a goal we commonly refer to as 

Community Policing.  At its core, com-

munity policing is about listening to the 

concerns of residents and businesses, 

and fixing issues that impact our quali-

ty of life.  Our Community Liaison Offic-

ers do a great job of listening and fixing 

what they can, but there is more, much 

more we can do together.  Each Patrol 

Zone now has a Community Response 

Team capable of tackling anything, 

from the annoying illegally parked car 

to the most aggravating, a drug house 

down the street.  Unless you have your 

Commander Cameron’s Observations 

LexisNexis Community Crime Map https://communitycrimemap.com/ 

City of Columbus Website https://www.columbus.gov/ 

Franklin County Municipal Clerk of Courts http://www.fcmcclerk.com/ 

Franklin County Common Pleas Clerk of Courts https://clerk.franklincountyohio.gov/index.cfm 

Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services http://mha.ohio.gov/ 

Columbus Police Online Crime Report https://www.columbus.gov/police-offensetypes/ 

Franklin County Sheriff Sex Offender Search http://www.icrimewatch.net/index.php?AgencyID=55213&disc 

Franklin County Animal Care & Control http://dogs.franklincountyohio.gov/services/field-services.cfm 

Columbus City Attorney Prosecutor Division http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/prosecution.aspx 

Franklin County Prosecutor http://prosecutor.franklincountyohio.gov/ 
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Useful Community Links (CTRL & Click) 

CLO on speed dial, you have had 

little feedback from the police as to 

what we’ve done to solve your is-

sues.  

That’s changing today. Moving for-

ward you will see monthly articles 

from me about the crime problems 

plaguing our Zone.  We’ve dedicated 

a small section to opiate addiction, 

not so much about arresting people 

but resources for families coping 

with addiction.  We will also include 

crime statistics and information on the crime trends we are experi-

encing from a police perspective.  Even though this is a monthly 

newsletter, you will get the feel for how fast crime changes, how 

there is an endless flow of new criminals to the area, and how 

quickly we must adapt as police officers. 

Thank you for your continuing interest in the Division of Police and 

I look forward to a better relationship with your neighborhood and 

local businesses. 

https://communitycrimemap.com/
https://www.columbus.gov/
http://www.fcmcclerk.com/
https://clerk.franklincountyohio.gov/index.cfm
http://mha.ohio.gov/
https://www.columbus.gov/police-offensetypes/
http://www.icrimewatch.net/index.php?AgencyID=55213&disc
http://dogs.franklincountyohio.gov/services/field-services.cfm
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/prosecution.aspx
http://prosecutor.franklincountyohio.gov/


The upcoming months will see the increase of good 

weather, and daylight lasting into the evenings.  

This means we will be outside more, entertaining, 

playing with our kids, and working in our yards.  I 

would like to remind everyone to close your garage 

doors when you finish being outside.   

 

It can slip our minds, then next thing we know, 

everyone turns in for the night and the garage door 

is left open to anyone passing by.  This not only 

I recently gave a presentation on bicycle safety/

pedestrian safety to all 7th and 8th graders at Wood-

ward Park Middle School.  Some of the subjects that 

were included were to be seen, be predictable, be 

paranoid, about safety equipment for both the bicy-

cle and the rider, following the rules of the road just 

like a car, making eye contact with the drivers of 

vehicles, state and local laws, and no riding with 

earbuds, etc. and of course many others.  Finally 

even if you're in the right, and you get hit, that 2000 

pound car will win every time. 

1 Precinct Officer Larry Geis 

18 Precinct Officer Scott Clinger 

6 Precinct Officer  Joseph Townsend 

In light of this recent shooting incident at 

Easton Mall’s Pink Store, CPD officers have 

been working special duty inside the Store, 

as well as the Victoria Secret Store which is 

right across the street and owned by the 

same company.  CPD officers have been 

able to communicate with both of these 

employee staffs in an effort to keep both 

stores safe, and to help all of the employ-

ees get back to a business-as-usual environ-

ment.  
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Community 

Liaison Officers 

respond to 311 

calls, attend 

community 

meetings, and  

are often the 

“face” of the 

Columbus 

Police. 

“Speak Up! Save a Life!” 

Sounds fairly simple, but what does it truly mean when dealing with addic-

tion?  For me, it takes on two meanings:  It is the opposite of what often 

happens to a family coping with addiction, and it also describes where we 

must go as a community.  The typical family, whether  one month or ten 

years after addiction appears, will try to hide behind their 

curtains in shame,  thinking that nobody  

Continues page 2 

Inside the Opioid Epidemic Commander Cameron 

Community 

Liaison 

17 Precinct Officer  David Morgan 

I have received a number of calls and emails 

throughout the months of March and April, advising 

me of the large numbers of thefts from automobile 

that have occurred.  Several communities have 

reached out to me via email, calls, NextDoor, and 

Facebook.  Part of my job as your 17th precinct liai-

son is to reach out to the patrol supervisors to ask 

for additional cruiser attention throughout your com-

munities when these types or any type of crime has 

occurred and you need increased police presence. 

On Thursday March 30th at approximately 2:00pm 

CPD officers along with Easton Mall Security re-

sponded to a call of a female being shot inside of 

the Pink Store at the Mall.  With the great work of 

both teams the suspect out of the shooting incident 

was apprehended within a two-minute time period 

from when the incident occurred.  Numerous CPD 

officers and mall security officers should be com-

mended on a job well done.  I believe that the tre-

mendous situational awareness traits that officers 

as well as Pink Store employees exercised during 

this traumatic incident were nothing short of  excep-

tional. 

allows access to your garage, but to your 

home as well.  

 

Make yourself a checklist for the summer: 

 

1. Check and lock doors and windows. 

2. Check your garage door. 

3. Turn on your outside lights 

You can help us cut down on the large 

number of thefts from automobiles that 

occur each day.  First of all, look out for 

each other, your neighbors.  If you see 

something, say something.  Please keep 

your car doors locked ,and by all means, do 

not leave your property/valuables  in your 

vehicles in plain sight.  

I also recently attended several elementary 

career days and talked with numerous stu-

dents about the job of being a police officer. 

 

I  have been working with code enforcement 

and the Franklin County Environmental 

Investigation unit in reference to 95 tires 

that were dumped in the area of North 

Meadows Court.  The area has now been 

cleaned up and the investigation is con-

tinuing. 

614-645-1401 

614-645-1406 

614-645-1417 

614-645-1418 



Social security cards, checkbooks, birth certificates, 

passports, travel documents, and credit cards in their 

cars, only to have them stolen.  Replacing them is FAR 

harder than simply keeping them with us, or in our 

homes. 

 

Any time your car is not in a garage, it is vulnerable to 

breakins—whether at the ball field, a park, a shopping 

mall, a restaurant—if you keep important documents or 

cards in your car, you are risking their loss.  Protect 

yourself by storing these items in a safe place at home! 

“An Ounce Of PreventiOn is WOrth  

A POund Of cure” 

 

These words are so true, yet sometimes when life is 

busy and we are distracted, it’s easy to forget to take 

those small steps to make sure our families and 

homes are protected.  We keep a lot of things in our 

cars—as Americans, we practically live in our cars!  

Even when we hide things in the glove box or trunk, 

we are vulnerable to people who will break in and 

then just pop the trunk to get whatever they can find.  

We have so many reports of people who keep cash, 

Protect Yourself and Your Property Sgt. Bruce Whittaker 

From the Lieutenant Lt. Scott Wagner 

taser but it was ineffective at stopping the male.  

While one of the officers had the male at gunpoint, a 

third officer tackled the suspect and held him down 

until the taser officer holstered his weapon and as-

sisted with handcuffing.  The male’s firearm was 

found to be fully loaded, and he admitted he intended 

to harm himself.  The male was transported to an 

area hospital and connected with a Veteran’s Assis-

tance program.   

Second, in April officers responded to a call that a 

motorist had driven into a drainage pond, the vehicle 

was completely submerged, and “someone was drowning.”  Upon arrival, 

four officers removed their gun belts, boots, and protective vests before 

diving in to the pond to save the occupant(s) of the vehicle.  After several 

attempts the officers were able to break the car window while under water, 

extract the driver, pull him to shore, and begin CPR.  The driver was revived 

and transported to the hospital.  It was later determined the driver had in-

tentionally driven into the pond and sadly, he passed away in the hospital 

two days later. 

The events described above are just a small sample of the heroic teamwork 

displayed on our zone on a daily basis.  These are just a few of the danger-

ous police actions which end safely, that you won’t normally see in the 

news.  We are very thankful for the professional and skilled officers working 

on Zone 1. 

During the first eighteen days of April, Zone 1 had 71 

calls for service coded as “suicide attempts”.  Many  

were drug overdoses which are not necessarily inten-

tional efforts to end a life but often have a tragic end-

ing.  In 2017, the Division will begin deploying Nalox-

one to Zone 1 officers as the life-saving antidote for 

opiate overdoses.  

An equal amount of calls involve  persons with a fire-

arm or knife.  For obvious reasons, these types of 

calls are of great concern to us and incredibly danger-

ous.  The following summaries describe two “suicide 

attempt” related incidents which recently occurred on 

Zone 1 during second shift hours. 

 In March, officers were called in reference to a man 

suffering from PTSD, who had a handgun, and was 

threatening to shoot himself.  Responding officers 

located the male walking in the woods near his resi-

dence.  As the officers approached they could see the 

outline of the handgun in his right jacket pocket.  The 

officers confronted the male, but he was uncoopera-

tive, and refused to stop and talk to them.  Given the 

deadly threat he presented to himself, the officers 

and the general public, the three officers took quick 

action to subdue him. The officers first deployed a 

“Speaking up and 

getting help for 

addicts can quite 

literally save their 

lives.” 
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understands what they are going through.  The truth 

is that many of us have pulled the curtains closed and 

tried to tackle addiction without seeking help.  In do-

ing so, we fail to learn from others and are destined 

to make the same mistakes. 

 

In our community, there must be less shame and 

condescension about addiction.  We must understand 

that addiction is a disease of the brain…yes, a dis-

ease.  I won’t argue with you about why someone is 

addicted, or how the decision to use drugs was just 

that, a bad decision.  We must admit that 

addiction is a disease requiring medical 

intervention, as more and more of our loved 

ones are dying each day.  Speaking up and 

getting help for addicts can quite literally 

save their lives. 

 

Don’t know where to start?  Be courageous 

and contact any local community support 

group.  Two of my favorites are (CTRL + click) 

www.drugsafeworthington.org  and 

www.TylersLight.com. 

Zone 1 Lieutenants 

614-645-6127 

614-645-4140 

http://www.drugsafeworthington.org
http://www.TylersLight.com


120 Marconi Boulevard 

Columbus OH  43215 
 

Non-Emergency  614-645-4545 

PURPOSE-PASSION-PRIDE 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

United in the spirit of teamwork, the Columbus Division of Police will be 

a trustworthy, diverse, progressive and community-minded organization 

devoted to providing excellent public service. We will be unyielding in 

purpose and dedicated to live by our Core Values, which reflect our gen-

uine desire to care for the safety and well-being of our community and 

our employees.   

Zone 1 Crime Trends and Patterns 

Find us online (CTRL & Click): 

 https://www.columbus.gov/police/ 

Zone 1 covers a very large area—Overall, 2017 crime rates are down on Zone 1 by double digits!   

Here are a few interesting facts: 

1) In April there were 49 vehicles stolen in Zone 1.  Surprisingly, 32 of these did not involve someone using force to break in—most of 
these involved someone stealing the keys, after they were left unattended on a restaurant table, counter, or cashier‘s desk!  Put 
your keys in your pocket or purse.   DO NOT leave your car running, unattended!  It is a violation of Ohio law! 

2) Of the 61 residential burglaries in April, 20 of them were crimes of opportunity, burglars entering through open windows or doors.  
Make sure your windows close and lock, and keep your doors closed when you are not at home. 

3) If you don’t file a report on an incident, no one will ever know about it!  Even if you feel it’s not important, you never know when 
the information you supply will give us that extra edge in identifying patterns or suspects. 

https://www.columbus.gov/police/

