
Generally speaking, crime statistics 

on Zone 1 are well below average.  

Every other week, the Division 

holds a Crime Strategy Meeting 

where we review major crime cate-

gories as well as crime patterns.  

We can clearly see on Zone 1 that 

the major crime categories are 20-

30% below average, and the trend 

is continuing.  This past period, we 

observed a couple of disconcerting 

trends worth mentioning. 

The first trend is always an omi-

nous sign as we enter summertime:   

Aggravated assaults/homicides.  

You likely saw news of the nightclub 

shooting in the Continent area.  

Early reports suggested that those 

involved did not live on Zone 1, and 

that there were feuding groups pre-

sent when the incident occurred.  I 

have no official report that they 

were gang members but that is 

often the case.  This was not the 

only violent incident, as aggravated 

assaults were reported near Flint 

Road, south of Bethel Road, and 

two more along Morse Road.  I am 

waiting for further information re-

garding a stabbing incident on the 

Commander Cameron’s Observations 

LexisNexis Community Crime Map https://communitycrimemap.com/ 

City of Columbus Website https://www.columbus.gov/ 

Franklin County Municipal Clerk of Courts http://www.fcmcclerk.com/ 

Franklin County Common Pleas Clerk of Courts https://clerk.franklincountyohio.gov/index.cfm 

Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services http://mha.ohio.gov/ 

Columbus Police Online Crime Report https://www.columbus.gov/police-offensetypes/ 

Franklin County Sheriff Sex Offender Search http://www.icrimewatch.net/index.php?AgencyID=55213&disc 

Franklin County Animal Care & Control http://dogs.franklincountyohio.gov/services/field-services.cfm 

Columbus City Attorney Prosecutor Division http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/prosecution.aspx 

Franklin County Prosecutor http://prosecutor.franklincountyohio.gov/ 
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Useful Community Links (CTRL & Click) 

far eastern area of Zone 1.  On 

paper, this sounds terrible—and 

it is for the victims—but these 

remain isolated incidents.  Fur-

ther, we have already identified 

many of the suspects and are 

working diligently to put them 

behind bars.  There is no need to 

fear any area on Zone 1, though 

as always you should remain 

wary of strangers wanting to 

engage with you. 

The second trend is thefts from 

vehicles.  These tend to happen 

all over the zone, without a par-

ticular pattern. 

The good news? Commercial and residential burglaries 

are at or below average for the period. 

Lastly, I regret missing the latest Zone 1 Quarterly 

Block Watch Meeting last Tuesday.  I asked the CLOs 

to give me time to speak during the meeting, and then 

was unable to attend due to an injury.  The doctor says 

my leg  will feel better in time, though I’m into the third 

week and still limping a little.  Regardless, your Zone 1 

Patrol officers are always hard at work, keeping you 

safe! 

https://communitycrimemap.com/
https://www.columbus.gov/
http://www.fcmcclerk.com/
https://clerk.franklincountyohio.gov/index.cfm
http://mha.ohio.gov/
https://www.columbus.gov/police-offensetypes/
http://www.icrimewatch.net/index.php?AgencyID=55213&disc
http://dogs.franklincountyohio.gov/services/field-services.cfm
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/prosecution.aspx
http://prosecutor.franklincountyohio.gov/


Here are a few tips for readying your home for a vaca-

tion: 

 Stop your mail and newspaper delivery, or have a 

someone collect your mail, packages, and papers 

daily.  Thieves may not be the brightest, but as 

things pile up it is not rocket science to know that no 

one is home. 

 Light timers are good deterrents. You can place 

them in different rooms to make it appear that 

someone is moving around in the evenings. 

 If you have a home alarm system, turn it on.  It 

On May 17, 2017 Columbus’ annual Ride of Silence 

was held, honoring people injured or killed riding bicy-

cles.  Beginning in Dallas TX in 2003, the event now 

occurs on the third Wednesday in May of each year, in 

49 states and 20 countries around the world.   
 

I was honored to lead this year’s ride, with 560 cyclists 

attending.  The pace is slow, around 7 MPH, designed 

to replicate a funeral procession.  No one is supposed 

to speak as it is respectful of the fallen cyclists.  The 

route starts and ends at City Hall.   

This ride holds a special place in my heart.  I was in-

1 Precinct Officer Larry Geis 

18 Precinct Officer Scott Clinger 

6 Precinct Officer  Joseph Townsend 

The property owner also signed a criminal tres-

pass consent form through the Columbus Police 

Department, so that CPD officers patrolling the 

area could enforce any criminal trespass viola-

tions occurring on the property. 
 

None of this could have happened without the 

great work of the community that resides in this 

neighborhood.  Through numerous calls with 

information in regard to the parking complaint, a 

solution was found.  Please continue to  use the 
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Community 

Liaison Officers 

respond to 311 

calls, attend 

community 

meetings, and  

are often the 

“face” of the 

Columbus 

Police. 

Community 

Liaison 

17 Precinct Officer  David Morgan 

One function of the Liaison section is to assist neigh-

borhood communities put together and establish com-

munity Block Watches.   Over four years,  I have assist-

ed Lakes of Worthington, Summerwood, Western Hills, 

Falls at Hayden Run, Misty Meadows, Northbridge 

Hamlet, and Sycamore Hills to become official Block 

Watches in the 17th Precinct.  Riverside Green once 

had a  Block Watch, but interest dropped off, and it 

stop functioning  when no one from the community 

took over.  Several members of Riverside Green have 

stepped up, and they soon will become a Block Watch 

again. Welcome, Riverside Green! 
 

 Why is a Block Watch important?  In  our meetings to 

establish official status, we talk about residential secu-

In this month’s newsletter, I would like to recognize 

some people who put in a tremendous amount of 

time and effort into cleaning up an ongoing major 

illegal parking issue with semi-trucks at the corner of 

N Cassady Ave and Agler Rd.  With the great work of 

Zone 1 City Attorney William Sperlazza and Columbus 

Code Enforcement Officer Cory James, the parking 

problem was solved.   Sperlazza and James made 

contact with the property owner for this location and 

persuaded him to set up blocks for the entry/exit 

areas, so the semi drivers would not be able to come 

in and park on the private lot.  This action by the prop-

erty owner avoided any potential court proceedings.  

doesn’t work when it’s off. 

 Make sure people have your contact infor-

mation in case of a problem. 

 Turn on your outside lights. 

 If you are leaving a car parked outside, take 

the garage door opener inside. Do not leave 

it in the car. 

rity and community safety, and discuss how to 

make these possible.   Having a Block Watch 

helps to  connect with the Police, to learn what 

we deal with every day.  Block Watches  use  

social media outlets and a community email tree 

to pass along what they see to make sure your 

community is safe.  Other  benefits include possi-

ble grant money, city block watch signs posted in 

your community to help deter criminals, and a 

chance to meet your neighbors.  New friend-

ships are made along the way as well.   

jured on a bicycle in April of 2013, riding on a 

multi-use path, and a pit bull dog was set loose 

from a house nearby.  The dog and I collided, 

causing me to strike the ground with enough 

force to break my left femur—wearing my helmet 

probably saved my life when my head struck the 

pavement.  It took  me almost a whole year to 

recover from that injury. 
 

For more information on the Ride of Silence, 

go to https//www.yaybikes.com. 

614-645-1401 

614-645-1406 

614-645-1417 

614-645-1418 

You can also call (614) 645-4545 to request a house watch 

while you are away.  Have a great summer and vacation safely. 

numerous resources that we have in our great city to keep the city 

clean and everyone that lives here safe. 

As always, if you see a crime in progress, suspicious activity, or  

vehicles that  look out of place, call 911 for crimes in progress and 

614-645-4545 for all others.  If you see something say something.    

Photos from the 2017 
Ride of Silence 

https://www.yaybikes.com


By now, everyone should know the dangers of drinking 

and driving; especially after those summer cookouts when 

we are dehydrated before consuming a few beers.  It is 

never a good idea to drive yourself home—get an Uber or 

designated driver! 

 

Today we face a new challenge:  What to do about those 

abusing heroin and pain pills while they drive.  We now 

have officers certified as Drug Recognition Experts (DRE) 

who can recognize impairment in drivers under the influ-

open the door for anyone they do not know. 

 Electronic key cards are best as they can be disa-

bled if lost or formerly issued to other guests. 

 Use the do not disturb sign while in your room. 

 Check locks and windows and inspect potential hid-

ing places in the room. 

 Supervise children at all times, especially at the 

pool or gym and if you are alone, ask a bellman to 

escort you to your room. 

Many of you are planning your vacations or getting 

ready to take one this summer.  When planning or 

embarking on a vacation it is wise to develop a 

family travel security plan.  You should always have 

a family meeting prior to departure.  Discuss with 

children what to do if you get separated, how to be 

safer in a parking lot and any other scenarios you 

may want to address.    Here are a few other safety 

tips we recommend. 

 Request a room on an upper floor, if possi-

ble.  We recommend rooms above the 5th Floor 

because criminals avoid these levels for fear of 

being trapped. 

 A solid core door with a good dead bolt for your 

room is best and a wide angle peephole with a 

night latch is preferable.  Tell your children not to 

Inside the Opioid Epidemic Commander Cameron 

Protect Yourself and Your Property Sgt. Bruce Whittaker 

From the Lieutenant Lt. David Justice 

people they are usually having one of the worst days 

of their lives, and as such she believes it is her duty to 

allow them to get out their frustration and aid them in 

the creation of a solution to their problem.  By treating 

people with dignity and respect, Officer Paxton has 

created bonds of trust with the community, which she 

believes is the primary mission of law enforcement. 

Officer Andrew Ward is another officer who embodies 

this philosophy. Officer Ward is an 18-year veteran of 

the Division, and five-year member of Zone 1, 1 Pre-

cinct. Officer Ward goes above and beyond in his ad-

vocacy of victims of crime, from the most mundane 

theft from a vehicle, to the more serious types of crime.  Officer Ward shows 

compassion to citizens who have been victimized by taking the time to address 

their fears and concerns, and diligently investigating their crimes.  He carries 

this philosophy to the criminals he arrests, treating them with dignity and re-

spect, realizing that often the criminals are victims of circumstances of life and 

in need of help too.  

The men and women who patrol Zone 1 are heavily invested in making this 

area safe for citizens to live, raise their families, and enjoy all Columbus has to 

offer.  I am proud to work with these dedicated people and serve the citizens of 

Zone 1.  

Nationally, law enforcement agencies have concentrated 

nearly exclusively on numbers of arrests as the measure of 

police effectiveness.  Recently, however, police agencies 

have begun to explore the concept of procedural justice as 

one of the measures of their efficacy.  Procedural justice 

examines the interactions of police with the citizens they 

serve paying particular attention to the citizen’s percep-

tions of having been treated fairly, respectfully, and impar-

tially by officers.  When officers treat citizens in a manner 

that promotes these feelings, the police relationship with 

the community dramatically improves.  The improved rela-

tionship between citizen and police also promotes commu-

nity engagement in crime control efforts, assisting the po-

lice in addressing the crime concerns in the area.  The Co-

lumbus Division of Police continues to advocate this philos-

ophy for its officers’ interactions with the citizens they 

serve.  Zone 1 is fortunate to have officers who embody 

this very concept of modern policing.  

Officer Deborah Paxton, a 21-year veteran of the Division 

who has worked Zone 1 for nearly 13 years, has always 

believed in this approach to policing.  Officer Paxton has 

created relationships with many residents and business 

owners.  She understands that often when we encounter 

Drugged 

driving is just 

as unsafe as 

drunk or 

distracted 

driving. 
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Zone 1 Lieutenants 

614-645-6127 

614-645-4140 

This is not an all-inclusive list, but I hope it will help you have a dialogue 

with  your family regarding safety while traveling.  Have a safe vacation 

season! 

ence of drugs versus alcohol.  Officers undergo 72 

hours of training along with an evaluation period where 

they mentored by a DRE instructor.  Why?  Drugged 

driving has increased substantially due in part to the 

increased abuse of heroin and prescription pain pills.   

 

Drugged driving is just as unsafe as drunk driving.  Go 

to https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/

drugfacts/drugged-driving for more information. 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/drugged-driving
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/drugged-driving


120 Marconi Boulevard 

Columbus OH  43215 
 

Non-Emergency  614-645-4545 

PURPOSE-PASSION-PRIDE 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

United in the spirit of teamwork, the Columbus Division of Police will be 

a trustworthy, diverse, progressive and community-minded organization 

devoted to providing excellent public service. We will be unyielding in 

purpose and dedicated to live by our Core Values, which reflect our gen-

uine desire to care for the safety and well-being of our community and 

our employees.   

Zone 1 Crime Trends and Patterns 

Find us online (CTRL & Click): 

 https://www.columbus.gov/police/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While residential burglaries for the month of June 2017 are at normal/lower than normal rates in Zone 1, they still occur.  From the 
map above ,you can see that residences north and south of major roads are particularly attractive to criminals, since those roads make 
escape much easier.   In June, there were spikes on Fridays and Saturdays, between 9 AM and 11 AM, and again at 7 PM.  

You can protect your property by securing doors and windows.  If you live in an apartment, your landlord is responsible for making a 
reasonable effort to secure his property, which will make you safer.  If you have sliding glass patio doors, you can buy security bars, or 
get inexpensive doweling to place in the tracks, providing an extra measure of security for these very vulnerable entrances.  Don’t leave 
purses, computers/tablets, keys, wallets, or important papers where they can be seen through windows/doors.   

Write down serial numbers of your electronics, musical instruments, yard tools.  If you are a burglary victim, we can track these if the 
criminal tries to sell or pawn them.  Take pictures of your jewelry:  A “silver and pearl ring” could have any style.  With a photo, we 
know exactly what we are looking for.   

If your home is burglarized, don’t touch anything!  Resist the urge to clean things up—our evidence techs need to be able to look for 
fingerprints and other types of evidence.  Call the non-emergency number (614-645-4545), and ask for an officer to take your report.  
We are partners in preventing and solving crime!    

https://www.columbus.gov/police/

