
I’m currently reviewing two sets of reports: 

a business robbery crime pattern advisory 

and general crime statistics for June by 

Precinct.  

The robbery crime pattern is over a week 

old. The suspect was wearing what ap-

peared to be a surgical mask/latex gloves 

and possibly fled in a dark-colored 4-door 

car, maybe a VW. All of the robberies oc-

curred in the early morning hours. Please 

contact 614-645-4665 with any infor-

mation you might have. 

The June crime statistics reveal a few 

trends worth mentioning: 

 On 18 Precinct, there is a continuing 

pattern of robberies and drug offenses 

along Tamarack Blvd, especially at 

Morse Road where we are trying to shut 

down a nuisance apartment building, 

and another set on the south side of SR 

161.  

 On 17 Precinct, there is a small cluster 

of burglaries in the area of Bethel and 

Godown Roads. We can also see a few 

drug offenses nearby creating concern 

that we might have drug dealers in the 

area. If you know of any, please call 614

-645-4616. 

 On 6 Precinct, there are several reports 

of burglaries and thefts from cars. In the 

past month there were a number of 
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Useful Community Links (CTRL & Click) 

auto breakins that are focused in 

the Hamilton Rd corridor.  We are 

working with Gahanna PD to identify 

some suspects. 

 On 1 Precinct, there have been sev-

eral thefts from cars north of I-270 

up through the Polaris area. I also 

noticed a few burglaries in a tradi-

tionally quiet neighborhood west of 

High Street and south of Lazelle 

Road.  

Overall, thefts from cars seem to be 

the common theme among all the 

Zone 1 precincts. You can help us by not leaving valuables in 

plain sight, and by reporting any suspicious activity you see. 

Lastly, I wanted to mention that you will soon see more Columbus 

Police Officers wearing body cameras.  These cameras attach to 

an officer’s shirt or jacket and look like a small black box, about 

the size of a deck of cards.  This is part of Mayor Ginther’s ongo-

ing effort to equip officers with body-worn cameras (BWC) and 

Zone 1 is scheduled to receive more BWCs later this year.  Some 

people like them while others do not, but one thing is certain,  

police departments must continue to advance with technology 

and as easy as it is to capture video of an incident on a cell-

phone, why shouldn’t the police do the same?  Five years from 

now, nobody will think twice about the police wearing body cam-

eras, and there will be some other new gadget we will talk about. 
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The last couple of months we have seen a rise in the 

thefts from auto. Here are some reminders I would 

like to put out to all of you: 

1. Never leave anything in your vehicles! Anything 

that looks like it could hold something of value 

becomes a target, including loose change. 

2. If you park your car outside, turn on your outside 

house lights. This will light up your driveway and 

your car. Criminals and thieves like the dark. 

3. ALWAYS make a police report! These reports are 

what Crime Analysts use to look for patterns of 

Every year during the warmer months we receive 

numerous complaints about peddlers.  There are 

many scam artists out in the neighborhoods attempt-

ing to take your money for either no work or shoddy 

work done.  Many times you have little to no re-

course of getting your money back. 

 

Peddlers are required to have a license under Colum-

bus Ordnance Chapter 523.  To obtain the license a 

person must be fingerprinted and pass a background 

check.  Once they pass the background check they 

are issued a city ID with their picture and an expira-

1 Precinct Officer Larry Geis 

18 Precinct Officer Scott Clinger 

6 Precinct Officer  Joseph Townsend 

check around your residence, and make 

sure that all windows and doors are securely 

closed and locked, and that the locks are in 

good working order.   
 

One of the biggest issues I see is that lots of 

people leave their garage doors open, or 

leave a small window on a residence open, 

thinking that nothing will happen. I believe 

that with the assistance of the community 

working with law enforcement on these 

particular safeguards everyone will start 

seeing a reduction in property crimes, espe-

cially car break-ins. 
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Community 

Liaison 

Officers 

respond to 

311 calls, 

attend 

community 

meetings, and  

are often the 

“face” of the 

Columbus 

Police. 

We occasionally receive calls from parents and families about their addict-

ed child/young adult.  I do not share the details because they impact the 

family, but it is always useful to share the essentials so we can all learn 

about this dreaded disease together.  Just today, I spoke with a friend 

whose daughter is nearly 5 years into her addiction.  It is a 

story equally as tragic as anyone else’s…so much sorrow 

and desperation.  Sometimes the only relief for parents 

comes in the form of their addicted child spending time in 

Inside the Opioid Epidemic Commander Cameron 

Community 

Liaison 

17 Precinct Officer  David Morgan 

This year’s National Night Out will be on August 1st, 

scheduled from 6p-8p.  National Night Out is a very 

special event to the many block watch and civic 

associations groups throughout 17th precinct as 

well as the entire city of Columbus.  It is a communi-

ty/police event to increase awareness about police 

programs and crime within the community.   For me, 

it is a time to pay tribute to the dedicated men and 

women who take the time to organize block watch 

meetings and pass valuable information to their CPD 

Liaison, and to all the residents that live within their 

community.  
 

Most communities show tribute to National Night 

In this month’s newsletter I would like to address 

the issue of property crimes. In recent weeks I have 

taken a few calls in regard to car break-ins around 6 

precinct. As the weather continues to stay hot, the 

number of people out and about throughout the city 

of Columbus will continue to stay high.  Incidents of 

crime generally increase during these times. I would 

like to reiterate how important it is to make sure you 

lock your car doors and remove all of your valuables 

from your car, or at least move them out of sight.  It 

can be said that 85% of all property crimes are 

crime of opportunity.  
 

Also, I encourage everyone in your free time to 

crime in your neighborhoods. When patterns 

are found we can bring more patrol or CRT 

response to your area to combat the issue 

and hopefully catch the culprits. 

4. Last but not least ,ALWAYS call in suspicious 

activity. You will always know your neighbor-

hood better than we—who lives there and 

who doesn’t. Calling in suspicious activity 

helps us catch people up to no good in 

your neighborhoods.  As a neighborhood 

resident you can help make a difference! 

Out by turning on their porch lights during 

the scheduled event.  This year we have 

three cookout/snacks events from Olde 

Sawmill Civic, Rittenhouse Square, and 

Bethel Village.  If you live within these com-

munities, you will not want to miss out on 

all of the activities and great food that the 

organizers and sponsors put together to 

make it a great event.  I would like to 

thank all of the organizers, block watch 

coordinators and captains for all of the 

hard work they do to help make this event 

awesome, and to keep the city of Columbus 

and their communities a safer place to live.    

tion date.  They are required to wear that 

identification on the outermost clothing.  

They can be criminally charged for failing to 

obtain the peddlers license. 

 

Protect yourself and your neighbors! If you 

encounter a peddler without a license call 

the CPD non-emergency line at 614-645-

4545.  Please give a description of the 

person and their direction of travel, or 

their current location. 

614-645-1401 

614-645-1406 

614-645-1417 

614-645-1418 



2. Ask your friends or family for recommenda-

tions.  Ask for references and research them. 

3. Be suspicious of high-pressure sales tactics. 

4. Pay by check or credit card so you can stop 

payment if dissatisfied.  Set a plan to pay one-

third at the beginning, middle, and end of the 

job. 

5. Always get a guarantee. 

 

Following these recommendations will help in 

preventing you from falling victim to this type of 

fraud. 

Summertime is often the time of year we make 

home improvements to our houses.  Unfortu-

nately there are some people who commit home 

repair fraud.  Please be sure to vet perspective 

contractors thoroughly.  Below are some recom-

mendations we make to residents in our com-

munity. 

 

1. Always get several estimates and compare 

prices.  If it is an unusually low price for a job 

it should be suspect.  If it sounds too good to 

be true then it likely is. 

Protect Yourself and Your Property Sgt. Bruce Whittaker 

From the Lieutenant Lt. Scott Wagner 

could stop him.  To prevent further violence, the pur-

suing officers surrounded the location and called for a 

response by our SWAT Team.   As the SWAT Team 

members were arriving, the suspect surrendered to 

uniformed officers and was transported to a nearby 

hospital to treat the injuries he sustained prior to 

arrest.   No other persons were harmed during the 

incident. 

Even after the arrest, this incident demanded numer-

ous police and fire resources before coming to a con-

clusion.  The Bomb Squad responded to the apartment complex to evaluate 

claims of a bomb.  There were three crime scenes secured while police 

investigators responded; the bank, the apartment complex, and the fast 

food restaurant along with the path the suspect took fleeing from the offic-

ers. Securing and holding these scenes are important to the investigative 

process; the court system demands that we recover all available evidence 

which includes collecting evidence, documenting locations and taking de-

tailed pictures.  

No doubt the residents in the area experienced traffic delays and road clo-

sures as a result.  This was a highly stressful and dangerous situation.  Our 

first responders did an outstanding job working together to capture the 

suspect, secure crime scenes, witnesses, and evidence.   Their heroism is 

truly appreciated. 

“A Day in the Life” 

On July 11, Zone 1 officers responded to the area of 

Sharon Woods Blvd and E Dublin-Granville Rd on a 

report of a bank robbery.   An employee informed our 

call taker that the suspect had a bomb attached to 

his person and had fled the scene.   Several patrol 

units and a sergeant immediately responded to the 

area in an attempt to locate the suspect and secure 

any evidence.   

While searching for the robbery suspect, the sergeant 

learned the suspect was hiding in a nearby apart-

ment complex.  With this new information, officers 

responded to the apartment complex while the police 

helicopter hovered above.  Approximately ten minutes 

later, there was an armed confrontation between the 

officers and the robbery suspect.  The suspect fled 

from the officers by jumping from a second story win-

dow. 

Fortunately the officers flying the police helicopter 

were able to observe the suspect’s actions and ad-

vised the responding officers he was still armed with 

a handgun as he was running away.  A brief foot pur-

suit ensued, but the suspect was able to gain entry to 

a nearby fast food restaurant before the officers 
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jail, where at least they are safe from an overdose.  

My friend is hoping to get her into Glenbeigh for treat-

ment. (http://glenbeigh.com/) 

 

So how can we as a police department help?  Unfortu-

nately our options are limited.  But we are always 

looking for information on drug dealers and the loca-

tions they sell from.  You can give this information to 

any officer at any time and we will forward it to the 

proper investigators.  You can also anonymously call 

and leave a message at 614-645-4616. 

 

Zone 1 officers have a great deal of experi-

ence, some personally, in dealing with addic-

tion situations, but their primary role is to 

enforce the law.  We can refer you to availa-

ble social services, and may even have con-

tacts at local detox or rehab facilities.  If you 

are desperate and want your child/young 

adult arrested, keep in mind that the law at 

times can be a difficult and slow process. 

Zone 1 Lieutenants 

614-645-6127 

614-645-4140 

Opioid continued... 

Call  
 

614-645-4616  
 

to report drug  
activity in your  
neighborhood 

http://glenbeigh.com/


120 Marconi Boulevard 

Columbus OH  43215 
 

Non-Emergency  614-645-4545 

PURPOSE-PASSION-PRIDE 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

United in the spirit of teamwork, the Columbus Division of Police will be 

a trustworthy, diverse, progressive and community-minded organization 

devoted to providing excellent public service. We will be unyielding in 

purpose and dedicated to live by our Core Values, which reflect our gen-

uine desire to care for the safety and well-being of our community and 

our employees.   

Zone 1 Crime Trends and Patterns 

Find us online (CTRL & Click): 

 https://www.columbus.gov/police/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual Robberies are not a common occurrence on Zone 1, but they do occur.  In July there were twenty-three (23) reported, and 
from the map above you can see that they tend to concentrate in shopping areas and apartment communities.  In July they peaked 
on Mondays, with the second highest numbers on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  They occurred between noon and 1 AM, peak-
ing at 9 PM.   
  
As always, you can keep yourself safer by being aware of your surroundings, especially after dark.  If you are walking, walk with a 
buddy.  As you park your car, take a moment to look around, and if you see someone suspicious, drive around the block instead of 
getting out of the car.  Put a small flashlight and whistle on your keychain.  There are many cellphone apps to help you, too.  A flash-
light app can be a defensive tool if you must walk in the dark, and specialty apps like “bSafe” and “React Mobile” can be set up to 
send silent alarms to contacts you specify.   
 
Don’t carry lots of cash, or papers such as birth certificates, passports (unless they are your primary form of ID), or Social Security 
cards on your person.  It’s easier to cancel bank cards than replace these important documents.   

https://www.columbus.gov/police/

