
What began as a slow year in crime 

for Zone 1 is taking a turn for the 

worse.  2017 crime statistics were 

much lower than average for most 

of the year, until recently.  We are 

now seeing spikes in robberies, 

assaults, car thefts, and car break-

ins. 

Our busiest precinct is 1 Precinct 

and in early September there were 

6 reported robberies of individuals 

(not businesses).  You may have 

read the Dispatch article on 

9/19/17 about the young man 

shot by authorities in West Virginia.  

We believe he and the group he 

was traveling with were responsible 

for at least one of the robbery re-

ports.  1 Precinct officers are work-

ing with WV law enforcement to 

collect evidence. 

Combined, 1 Precinct and 6 Pre-

cinct accounted for more than 60 

reported car break-ins. Many of the 

break-ins are in residential areas 

where valuables have been left 

inside a car overnight. We know 

there are thieves wandering 

through neighborhoods late at 

night looking into cars. T hey are 

very difficult to catch and harder to 
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prosecute because we have to 

prove that the small things they’ve 

stolen belong to someone else. 

And as you would guess, the re-

mainder of car break-ins occurred 

in shopping areas.  PLEASE! Do not 

leave valuables in your cars. 

As I write, I am also learning more 

about the OSU student murder/

suicide at Taylor House apart-

ments (17 Precinct).  As our com-

munity grieves this loss of life, 

please keep the family in your 

hearts along with all the other fam-

ilies who have tragically lost a 

loved-one this year.   

Also, please be kind toward the men and women who’ve 

sworn an oath as first responders, as they experience vio-

lence and death every day.  Despite what you may see on 

television, police officers are human beings, just like you.  

They experience sadness and loss when responding to tragic 

events such as this. 

Best of luck, 

Officer Morgan, 

and thank you 

for your service 

to 17 Precinct! 

Story on Page 2... 
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Fall is here and school is in full swing. The 

safety of the children is very important. 

Please pay attention in and around school 

zones.  We are getting a lot of complaints 

from schools about parents parking in areas 

with signs posted for no parking. These areas 

are designated for the safety of our children 

and for buses loading and unloading. Please 

follow the rules and procedures, pay attention 

to the signs for parking, and no stopping 

zones. Tickets will be written to protect the 

kids.  

I attend many meetings each month and one 

of the primary complaints I receive is illegally 

parked vehicles.  Number one on the list are 

sedentary vehicles.  The Columbus parking 

ordinance 2151.09 only allows for vehicles to 

stay in one place no longer than 72 hours.  I 

recently towed a vehicle from the street that 

had weeds growing through the wheel wells 

and into the engine.   
 

Another common complaint is cars parked in 

driveways, but on or across the sidewalk.  This 

can result in kids, mothers with strollers, and 

1 Precinct Officer Larry Geis 

18 Precinct Officer Scott Clinger 

6 Precinct Officer  Joseph Townsend 

the community.  Do not leave valua-

bles in your vehicles.  These individu-

als have no problem coming onto 

your property and seeing what is in-

side.   
 

I would like to ask all Block watches 

and Community groups to stay in 

contact with each other.  If you can 

keep your eyes and ears open for any 

suspicious activity please pass this 

information onto the police. 
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Columbus 

Police. 

Community 

Liaison 

17 Precinct Officer  David Morgan 

This is my last newsletter as your 17th pre-

cinct Liaison Officer.  I applied for and accept-

ed a position with the Columbus Police Motor-

cycle Unit.  My last official day with the Com-

munity Liaison Unit should be October 7th.   
  

I have been your 17th precinct Liaison for a 

little over 4 years now.  I was not sure what to 

expect entering a job as a Community Liaison 

Officer.  What I found out was that I loved it; 

the support from the Block watches and Com-

munity groups was amazing.  Helping new 

Block watches and Civic Associations get up 

and running, not to mention being able to 

I would like to touch on the topic of potential 

car break-ins. I have received complaints in 

the Upper Albany West subdivision.  On the 

left is a video picture of an individual who was 

looking into cars in the area of Shreven Dr. 

and Danann Dr. 
 

There is not a lot to go on with this picture, but 

please be mindful of what could be going on 

in your neighborhood at any given time. Patrol 

officers work extremely hard to catch these 

individuals, but it also takes the assistance of 

Halloween is around the corner, so drive 

safely in your neighborhoods so that all 

our Princesses, Ghouls and Goblins, fero-

cious Werewolves and Vampires, and our 

Superheroes can have a fun and safe 

night collecting their goodies.  Please 

think about some reflective gear to 

help your children be more visible.  
 

I don’t want to beat a dead horse, but 

please turn on your outside lights and 

leave nothing in your vehicles.   

teach “stranger danger” to the kids was 

rewarding.  Watching the kids’ eyes light 

up when they saw McGruff the crime dog 

walk into their classrooms was awe-

some. 
 

I made many friends over the years and I 

am sure I will keep in touch through your 

community Facebook groups. To all of 

the residents, Block watches, Civics, 

and Community groups of 17th precinct, 

thank you very much for your support.  

As always, if you see something, say 

something.  Take care. 

persons with disabilities having to divert 

into the street to get around these vehi-

cles.  The Columbus parking ordinance 

2151.01A prohibits all but a bicycle 

from parking on the sidewalk.  As a 

courtesy ,I will normally attempt to con-

tact the owner of the vehicle that is in 

violation of the parking law before I take 

any enforcement action.   
 

Remember, any parking violation can 

result in a ticket and the vehicle being 

impounded. 

614-645-1401 

614-645-1406 

614-645-1417 

614-645-1418 

Illegally Parked! 

Looking into vehicles... 



As promised, a small number of Zone 1 officers are now 

carrying Narcan, aka Naloxone.  This is the life-saving drug 

administered to opiate addicts as they begin to overdose.  

On 8/26/17, Officer Thomas saved the life of a young 

man near death from an overdose.  My hope is to expand 

the program later this year and into 2018. 

You rarely hear about the great police work occurring be-

tween the Narcotics Bureau and our Community Response 

Team, but they are out there every day trying to catch drug 

dealers and seize their drugs and cash.   

on 17 Precinct.  This will leave a vacancy on 6 

Precinct, which we will be filling it as soon as 

possible.  Until then, Officer Townsend will still 

be handling 6 Precinct in addition to 17 Pre-

cinct duties as well as assist in training the 

new CLO when the position is filled. 

 

Our goal is to provide the same services to 

both communities while we go through this 

transitional period. 

We are sad to see 17 Precinct CLO David Mor-

gan leave the Community Liaison Unit to pursue 

a job with the Motorcycle Unit.  Officer Morgan 

has dedicated the last 4 ½ years to serving the 

17 Precinct communities and he will be greatly 

missed.  Please wish him the best in his new 

endeavor. 

 

With that being said there will be some move-

ment on the Zone.  CLO Joseph Townsend will 

be leaving 6 Precinct to assume the CLO duties 

Inside the Opioid Epidemic Commander Cameron 

News from CLO Management Sgt. Bruce Whittaker 

From the Lieutenant Lt. David Justice 

driver and the police officer.  To reduce 

any anxiety felt when stopped, take sever-

al deep breaths, place your car in park, 

turn off the ignition, and place your hands 

on top of the steering wheel.  These ac-

tions reduce the unknowns an officer has 

to account for during the traffic stop, and 

allow for a less guarded interaction with 

the driver.  It is through the mutual under-

standing that a traffic stop is a stressful 

experience for all involved that we can 

reduce the tension and make it a positive 

interaction. 

Zone 1 personnel are dedicated to making the City a safe place 

both at home and on the roadways.  It is only through the fostering 

of a strong relationship with the community we serve that we can 

hope to accomplish that mission.  We pride ourselves on treating all 

members of the community respectfully, fairly, and in a professional 

manner. I am privileged to work with the best police officers in the 

City of Columbus and for a community both supportive and deserv-

ing of the finest police service in the country. 

Every year after traffic crash patterns are analyzed, 

Zone 1 contains at least 40 percent of the highest 

accident intersections in the City of Columbus.  For 

example, in 2016 Zone 1 had 7 of the 13 highest 

traffic accident intersections.  The reasons for the 

accidents are most commonly due to driving at high 

rates of speed, turning on a red light, and following 

too closely to the vehicle ahead.  In an attempt to 

reduce the number of accidents Zone 1 personnel 

have been monitoring the problem intersections, and 

issuing warnings and traffic citations when traffic 

violations are observed.  

The Columbus Division of Police understands people 

can become emotional when the police stop them.  

People can have powerful emotional reactions, expe-

riencing feelings of apprehension and anger when 

they are stopped.  Being stopped causes a delay in 

the affairs of the motorist and is full of unknown out-

comes.  Likewise, a traffic stop for a police officer is 

full of unknowns.  The officer usually does not know 

the driver, and does not know how the driver will re-

spond.  It can be an intense experience for both the 
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Zone 1 Lieutenants 

614-645-6127 

614-645-4140 

Just three examples: 

 In August, 4.5 kilos of cocaine were seized as part of several 

search warrants executed on  Precincts 1 and 17.   

 Last week, CRT #1 and Narcotics apprehended a couple of drug 

dealers carrying nearly 1 ½ kilos of black tar heroin out on 6 

Precinct.   

 We continue to watch a few suspicious houses on 18 Precinct 

that may be selling drugs.   



120 Marconi Boulevard 

Columbus OH  43215 
 

Non-Emergency  614-645-4545 

PURPOSE-PASSION-PRIDE 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

United in the spirit of teamwork, the Columbus Division of Police will be 

a trustworthy, diverse, progressive and community-minded organization 

devoted to providing excellent public service. We will be unyielding in 

purpose and dedicated to live by our Core Values, which reflect our gen-

uine desire to care for the safety and well-being of our community and 

our employees.   

Zone 1 Crime Trends and Patterns 

Find us online (CTRL & Click): 

 https://www.columbus.gov/police/ 

We have noticed a disturbing trend of juveniles as young as 12-14 year old, stealing cars.  (Note:  the locations above represent ALL 
vehicle thefts, not just those by juveniles!)  They don’t have licenses, and often crash the car after driving it for a while.  Generally 
these are crimes of opportunity—someone leaves their car running for whatever reason.  But increasingly they will walk down the 
street, trying car doors until they come across one that’s unlocked.  And people often keep a spare key in the glove box.  Another way 
they get keys is by trolling fitness clubs and the YMCA, where people don’t use locks for the lockers.  The victim is working out, and 
someone steals the keys.  It’s easy then to find the car the keys belong to.   

What can be done?  First, make sure you know where your kids are, and who they are with.  Kids can be easily led astray, especially 
when they are young.  Make a mental note of kids walking in the street, and if you see them trying doors, give a shout, either with 
your voice, or with a call to the non-emergency police number (614-645-4545.)  Keep your car doors locked, and the car alarm armed.  
Use a lock on your locker when you are working out.  Don’t keep spare keys in your car—it’s also easy enough to break the window to 
get in—if they find keys, they can get access to your other cars or even your house.   

People are often reluctant to press charges against juveniles, especially if they get their car or belongings back intact.  Please keep in 
mind that when a child is caught stealing, it is likely not their first time.  With prosecution, we can often get them the help they need. 

All vehicle theft locations for September 2017 

https://www.columbus.gov/police/

