
Not much has changed since our last 

newsletter. We continue to see rob-

beries scattered about the Zone, espe-

cially on 1 and 18 Pcts. My greatest 

concern is for the areas along Dublin 

Granville Rd (161) between Maple 

Canyon and Cleveland Avenues. In that 

same area, there are a small number 

of motor vehicle thefts and a few resi-

dential burglaries around Beechcroft 

High School.  

The numbers of car break-ins are also 

similar to last month. We can add the 

Campus View hotel district to the list of 

commercial areas being hit; Polaris, 

Easton and Tuttle Malls. Our plan is to 

deploy extra uniformed officers to 

these areas during the holiday shop-

ping season.  

For those of you living in the area of 

Karl and Schrock Roads, help is on the 

way. Our Crime Analyst has put in extra 

hours trying to identify burglary and 

theft crime patterns and our 1st shift 

Commander Cameron’s Observations 

LexisNexis Community Crime Map https://communitycrimemap.com/ 

City of Columbus Website https://www.columbus.gov/ 

Franklin County Municipal Clerk of Courts http://www.fcmcclerk.com/ 

Franklin County Common Pleas Clerk of Courts https://clerk.franklincountyohio.gov/index.cfm 

Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services http://mha.ohio.gov/ 

Columbus Police Online Crime Report https://www.columbus.gov/police-offensetypes/ 

Franklin County Sheriff Sex Offender Search http://www.icrimewatch.net/index.php?AgencyID=55213&disc 

Franklin County Animal Care & Control http://dogs.franklincountyohio.gov/services/field-services.cfm 

Columbus City Attorney Prosecutor Division http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/prosecution.aspx 

Franklin County Prosecutor http://prosecutor.franklincountyohio.gov/ 
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Useful Community Links (CTRL & Click) 

officers on 1 Precinct have come up 

with a couple of suspect names. We 

are putting the information together 

and will make these suspects our 

top priority for the area. 

To end with some good news, our 

plans of building a new 1 Pct Sub-

station are moving forward. We are 

very grateful for the zoning variance 

approval given by the Far North 

Community Coalition. There are a 

couple more administrative hurdles 

before construction begins and if all 

goes as planned, we will break ground in the spring. The current 

substation at Karl & Morse was built in 1960 and was not de-

signed for modern technology and equipment. The new substa-

tion will be a model facility for years to come. 

Pictures of what the new 1 Precinct substation will look like 
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I have received many calls about speeding in 

our neighborhoods. I am able to work some of 

these complaints, but please call 614-645-

3111 to lodge the complaints as well. If you 

can, narrow down the time frame to work 

these complaints.   
 

Parking complaints are high when it comes to 

semi’s parking in the neighborhoods. Parking 

for any Semi, Trailer, House Camper, or Bus is 

allowed only 1 hour of parking on a residen-

This past month was very busy and I would like 

to spot light a major event that happened in 

Clinton Estates on 18 pct. 

 

A single family home in Clinton Estates had 

been the epicenter of numerous complaints 

from loud noises to shady people that visited 

constantly going to and from the residence.  

By a stroke of luck the residents of the house 

had the police go inside and search for poten-

tial burglars they had seen on a remote video 

link while they were away.  During the search 

by the police, no burglars were found but it was 

discovered that a small amount of marijuana 

was being grown inside the house. 

 

A search warrant was obtained and numerous 

drugs were found inside the house.  A second 

1 Precinct Officer Larry Geis 

18 Precinct Officer Scott Clinger 

6 Precinct  

ings through block watches, community meetings, and 

just being out and about patrolling the neighborhoods.  

It has been a great pleasure communicating with the 6 

precinct community and I wish everyone the best. I 

hope that everyone involved in the 6 precinct communi-

ty continues to work hard to keep their neighborhoods 

safe and continue to make them a pleasant place live.  

 

Best of luck to all!! 
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Community 

Liaison 

Officers 

respond to 

311 calls, 

attend 

community 

meetings, and  

are often the 

“face” of the 

Columbus 

Police. 

Community 

Liaison 

17 Precinct Officer  Joseph Townsend 

Hello! I am Officer Joseph Townsend.  I transi-

tioned from the Community Liaison Officer of 6 

precinct when Officer Morgan left.  I have al-

ready met and communicated with a few peo-

ple on 17 precinct.  I look forward to connect-

ing with all the new groups I will be working 

with.  With us working together in the commu-

nity we can continue to fight to keep our neigh-

borhoods safe for us to live and work in.   

 

Goodbye message from Officer Townsend— 

 

In the midst of transitioning from the Commu-

nity Liaison Officer of 6 precinct to the Com-

munity Liaison Officer of 17 precinct, I would 

like to take the time to personally thank all the 

people and groups that I have had contact 

with.  During my 3 years on 6 precinct, I met 

some fantastic folks attending various meet-

tial street.  I will handle these as I come 

across them, but you should also call 

311.  This will allow you to track the 

progress. 

 

We are headed into holiday season. If 

you make an online purchase I encour-

age you to track your packages.  Look 

into picking them up at your local 

post office or have a neighbor retrieve 

them.   Happy Thanksgiving! 

I would like to ask everyone to contin-

ue to stay vigilant in their neighbor-

hoods and if you see something, say 

something. Never hesitate to call the 

police at (614) 645-4545.  As always, 

feel free to contact me through email 

at jtownsend@columbuspolice.org 

or my office phone (614) 645-

1417.  Happy Holidays! 

search warrant was issued for the gar-

age and driveway.  Here it was discov-

ered there was a stolen motorcycle and 

stolen motorcycle engines.  There were 

also motorcycle frames with serial num-

bers that had been ground down.  This 

appeared to be a motorcycle chop 

shop. 

 

In this case there were numerous fac-

tors involved that usually do not come 

together, but Assistant City Attorney Bill 

Sperlazza was very quickly able to put 

together a nuisance case.  Judge Daniel 

Hawkins of the Franklin County Environ-

mental Court listened to the testimony 

and agreed this was a nuisance and 

issued an order to board up the house.   

614-645-1401 

614-645-1417 

614-645-1418 

mailto:jtownsend@columbuspolice.org


In September, there was talk that President Trump may declare opioid addiction as a national emergency. My opinion is that we have been 

in a state of emergency for years, and you only need to look at the obituaries for evidence.  Lately, many of my drug prevention education 

friends have been upset with President Trump’s pick for a new US Drug Czar.  Under pressure, the nominee has withdrawn. 
 

The Drug Czar’s official title is Director of National Drug Control Policy. This person reports directly to the White House and advises the 

President. The ONDCP also oversees the nation’s High-Intensity Drug Trafficking program (HIDTA).  The HIDTA program supports local law 

enforcement agencies through a network of federally funded task force groups focused on drug trafficking organizations.  We regularly 

participate in HIDTA activities throughout Central Ohio. 
 

police.”   However, in the Academy she 

learned she was able to do the job just like 

anyone else.   She enjoys working with 

people, and feels being a female in law 

enforcement has actually aided her.  She 

feels someone who is having problems will 

open up more to a female officer, so she will 

take the opportunity and spend a few extra 

minutes with someone in a crisis situation. 

Officer Paxton will continue her career  

working in patrol.  Each day is new one and a 

chance to do a good deed by helping 

someone.  She is blessed to have such a 

wonderful office to work out of daily and a 

chance to make a difference in someone’s 

life.  

Officer Debra Paxton Badge #1316 has 

been with the Columbus Division of Police 

for almost 22 years.  She was born in 

Columbus and a graduate of Franklin 

Heights High School.  After high school, she 

worked in an office while applying for 

various city positions.  She was hired in 

December 1995 with the Police as a 911 

Communications Technician.  She worked 

many hours answering 911 calls and 

dispatching officers.  This is where she was 

encouraged by officers to take the police 

exam.    

Officer Paxton was hesitant to take the 

exam at first because as she has said, “I 

never grew up thinking I wanted to be the 

Inside the Opioid Epidemic Commander Cameron 

Meet Zone 1 Officer Debra Paxton 

From the Lieutenant Lt. Duane Mabry 

flipping it over to the back and searching the 

“What’s wrong with this picture?” Knowing your 

neighbor is like turning over the back of the 

Highlights magazine and looking for what is out 

of place. How do you prevent crime, reduce 

neighborhood disputes, and decrease ongoing 

problems in your neighborhood? Know your 

neighbor:  Neighborhood, Next Door, and area 

Facebook pages are a nice start, but online con-

nections are impersonal and - like any online com-

munication - can sometimes create conflict. To 

really prevent crime, start by getting to know your neighbor on all sides 

(north, east, south, and west). If you live in an apartment complex, get to 

know the neighbor above and below; from there, move one neighbor 

away from each of those closest to you. 

If you want to be really successful, take your neighbors food. Nothing 

brings down barriers like food. Once you exchange food, exchange phone 

numbers. After getting to know those in close proximity, move on to the 

rest of your community by participating in a block watch group. To find 

out more about block watches, contact your area Community Liaison 

Officer. 

Recently, I was asked how the citizens could do more to pre-

vent crime. I said the best way was by knowing your neighbor. 

I was once called by a citizen who wanted to criticize the way 

an officer handled a barking dog complaint. After looking into 

it, I found out the dog’s owner was a single mom who worked 

evenings and let her dog out when she got home from work. 

Inevitably, the dog barked at everything that moved. The re-

sponding officer had informed her of the impact the dog was 

having on her neighbor, she told the officer she really did not 

want the dog, but it was one of the few things that provided 

security to her children after their father left the home. 

I had a few questions for the neighbor who called in the com-

plaint: Do you know your neighbor? Have you ever talked to 

her? Have you offered to help her out? Have you taken the 

time to show empathy? These questions apply to us all: Do you 

know your neighbor? Do you know what takes place in your 

neighborhood? Do you know when your neighbors’ kids are 

leaving for college, or do you assume that group of teens carry-

ing a stereo, a TV, and a laptop out of the house are burglariz-

ing it?  

As a child, I loved getting the Highlights for Children magazine, 
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Zone 1 Lieutenants 

614-645-6127 



120 Marconi Boulevard 

Columbus OH  43215 
 

Non-Emergency  614-645-4545 

PURPOSE-PASSION-PRIDE 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

United in the spirit of teamwork, the Columbus Division of Police will be 

a trustworthy, diverse, progressive and community-minded organization 

devoted to providing excellent public service. We will be unyielding in 

purpose and dedicated to live by our Core Values, which reflect our gen-

uine desire to care for the safety and well-being of our community and 

our employees.   

Zone 1 Crime Trends and Patterns 

Find us online (CTRL & Click): 

 https://www.columbus.gov/police/ 

 

October showed motor vehicle thefts slightly higher than usual.  The hotels on Rte 23 at Campusview were especially vulnerable 

this month, as well as the Karl Rd Library and YMCA.  The YMCA vehicle thefts were usually a result of keys left in unsecured 

lockers while owners were exercising.  Save yourself a lot of trouble, and secure your belongings with a lock.  And as is usual at 

this time of year, DO NOT start your vehicle to “warm it up” and then leave it unattended.  This is against the law, and an invita-

tion to have your vehicle stolen!  Five minutes of cold hands are not worth losing your vehicle. 

 

We have had a number of reports of people arranging to buy sport tickets from third parties, and finding that the tickets are 

fakes.  Protect yourself by buying your tickets from a reputable broker, not somebody on Craig’s List. 

 

Preventing crime takes a lot less effort than solving it! 

https://www.columbus.gov/police/

