
As the snow starts to fly, it is always 

appropriate to mention a few policing 

issues related to the season.  First, it 

is illegal to leave your car running 

and unattended in a public place.  

No, you cannot leave it running even 

for a minute while you run into the 

gas station or to pick up a pizza.  

And, letting your car warm up in the 

driveway is a great way to get it sto-

len. I hate to see officers risking their 

lives trying to chase down your stolen 

car because you left it running. 

This month we will see a spike in 

thefts.  Everyone will be shopping 

this month; I mean EVERYONE…

thieves will be shopping for the car 

with the most presents inside.  

Please do not leave valuables, pack-

ages and presents in plain view.  If 

nothing else, keep a blanket in your 

car and throw it over packages if you 

don’t have a trunk.  In an emergency, 

you can use the blanket to keep 

warm. 

Our biggest challenges during the 

holiday season is traffic and weather.  

Traffic will be slower during the eve-

nings and on weekends as more 

people are shopping.  Then, expect 

traffic to be at its worst when bad 

weather hits.  Yes, you might sit 

through 2-3 light cycle changes at an 

intersection.  Keep in mind that it is 

annoying and illegal to cram into the 
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Useful Community Links (CTRL & Click) 

middle of an intersection under a 

yellow light blocking opposing traf-

fic.  It is very important that you 

clear the intersection when your 

light turns red.  And if you have an 

accident, we will get there as 

quickly as we can but we too must 

fight through the traffic and weath-

er.  When we are overwhelmed 

with calls, we may tell you to ex-

change driver information and file 

the report later.  The law requires 

that you provide the other involved 

driver(s) with your personal infor-

mation regardless of who was at 

fault and before leaving the scene. 

Reviewing this month’s crime trends, I can see that thefts 

from autos and robberies continue to plague the Zone.  Thefts 

from autos have increased around Tuttle Mall and the Campus 

View area.  Robberies along Morse Road continue to be a 

problem.  We are doing all that we can but with the holidays 

approaching, I don’t think these problems will subside until 

the New Year. 

In May, we began publishing the Zone 1 newsletter and your 

responses have been terrific.  If you have any ideas on what 

we might improve upon, please let me know. 

Thank you for a great 2017!   
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This is what I call the “Five finger discount 

time”. Here are a few tips to pass on:  

If you have packages delivered to your home 

please require a signature or have a neigh-

bor/friend collect them for you. DO NOT leave 

your packages on your porch.  When shop-

ping, park in well-lit areas and if you need to 

make several trips to your car consider mov-

ing your car to a new location. Criminals drive 

The City of Columbus adopted a hotel ordnance 

(Columbus Code Chapter 598) in January of 

2015.  This ordinance requires all hotels located 

in Columbus to obtain a permit to operate.  Each 

year in November all of the hotels within Colum-

bus are required to apply for the upcoming year 

permit.  At this time, we look at the entire list of 

hotels to ensure that they are operating within 

the parameters of Chapter 598.   

We start with looking at the calls for service at 

each property, as excessive calls for service 

could result in filing an objection to renewing a 

permit.  Some of the main reasons for an objec-

tion include offenses of violence, felony drug 

activity, prostitution, and human trafficking. 

Once we have obtained the documentation of 

1 Precinct Officer Larry Geis 

18 Precinct Officer Scott Clinger 

6 Precinct Officer  Eric Jones 

ing out to the Block Watch Coordinators 

and Civic Association leaders to intro-

duce myself.  I look forward to getting to 

know the citizens who live and/or work 

on the 6th pct.   My contact information 

is below; please feel free to contact me 

with any issues or concerns you may 

have. 

Email: Ejones@Columbuspolice.org 
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17 Precinct Officer  Joseph Townsend 

As the holiday shopping season approaches, 

several of us shop online and have packages 

delivered to our homes. Please take some pre-

cautions if you are having anything sent to you 

residence. A great way to make sure that your 

package delivers safely and gets into your pos-

session would be to track them.  When they 

arrive bring them inside immediately.  If you 

will not be home make a plan for someone, 

possibly a neighbor, to retrieve them so they 

are safe. 

Hello!  I am Officer Eric Jones #1440 and the 

new Community Liaison Officer for the 6th pct.  

I spent most of my 28 years as a CPD Officer 

in the Patrol Bureau.  For the last 2 years I 

was the CLO for the 13th pct on the south side 

of Columbus.  I enjoyed my time there, but I 

am now looking forward to new challenges 

with the new area.  I will reach out to Officer 

Joseph Townsend for advice and guidance as I 

get to know the precinct and its issues.  

Over the next couple of weeks, I will be reach-

around parking lots and watch as peo-

ple put packages into their cars and 

walk away.  Only carry what you need 

when shopping.  Please do not place 

packages under your Christmas tree 

until a day or so before the 25th.   

I would like to wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a safe and Happy New 

Year! 

During the crazy hustle and bustle of 

the shopping season, some of us be-

come complacent, and sometimes 

forget to lock up our purchases cor-

rectly when at a store or the mall. Lock 

them up in the trunk of your vehicles 

and not left out in plain view in the 

front or back seat. 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a 

happy and safe holiday season with 

your friends and families. 

any of the violations we will notify the 

license section in writing of our objec-

tion to issue a permit.  All of the docu-

mentation will then be forwarded to the 

city attorney’s office and a hearing will 

be scheduled with the license board. 

After hearing the testimony, if the li-

cense board upholds the objec-

tion ,then the hotel will not be allowed 

to operate in the next entire year.  In 

some cases we will enter into a court 

ordered operating agreement that in-

cludes cameras, lighting, on premise 

security and other operational require-

ments.  

614-645-1401 

614-645-1406 

614-645-1417 

614-645-1418 

mailto:Ejones@Columbuspolice.org


The Police Executive Research Forum recently 

published a report titled, “The Unprecedented 

Opioid Epidemic.”  According to research, drug 

overdose deaths are now the leading cause of 

death in the United States.  Ohio is among the 

unfortunate leaders in this statistic.  Driving 

the recent spikes in OD deaths is the pain 

medication called Fentanyl.  We now see Fen-

tanyl mixed with other drugs, not just with Her-

oin.   

A CDC report raises questions regarding the 

use of opioids to combat pain.  The report 

states that among persons receiving an initial 

12-day supply of opioid medication, 24% were 

still using the drug one year later.  This figure is 

consistent with the layman’s theory that 25% 

of the population is physiologically predisposed 

to addiction.  Furthermore, prescribing high 

doses of opioid medication such as 90mg of 

 

Inside the Opioid Epidemic Commander Cameron 

 

From the Lieutenant Lt. Julie Williams 

lice officer as a small child, I cannot imagine 

myself doing anything else now. 

As the holidays approach I would like to take the 

opportunity to wish each of you a safe and hap-

py holiday.  I am looking forward to spending a 

little time off with my family decorating and pre-

paring treats, to include buckeyes of course!!  

To help ensure a safe holiday, I encourage  you 

to monitor any expected deliveries of packages 

and also wait to put any large item boxes (ex. 

televisions, etc) out until trash day.  This is like 

advertisement to criminals of what you have just 

received or purchased, and they prey on this.   

Hello!  I am Lieutenant Julie Williams #5045.  I 

am new to Zone 1, and I have nearly 15 years 

with the Columbus Division of Police.  During my 

time on the department, I have worked in vari-

ous units such as Research and Development, 

Internal Affairs, and Recruiting.  Although I have 

loved each opportunity these units have provid-

ed me, I feel most at home in Patrol and I am 

ready to embark on this new journey: working 

first shift.  

I grew up in the City of Columbus and graduated 

from The Ohio State University.  It was during my 

college years when I first decided that I wanted 

to consider a career in law enforcement.  Alt-

hough, I did not have the dream of being a po-

24% of patients 

given a 12-day 

supply are still 

using the drug 

one year later 
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Zone 1 Lieutenants 

614-645-6127 

 

hydrocodone per day or 60mg of oxycodone 

per day present significantly greater risks. 

I recently spoke to a group of concerned 

adults at an event hosted by OSU.  While I 

sat and collected my thoughts before speak-

ing, I reflected on how ‘smart’ we are today:  

smart phones, smart computers, huge uni-

versities, etc.  Yet with all this knowledge, we 

have to continue to relearn the lessons of 

mankind’s dysfunctional relationship with 

opiates.   Just in our brief U.S. history, we’ve 

battled opium dens in the early 1800s, soldiers returning home from 

multiple wars addicted to morphine due to injury, Methadone treat-

ment programs in the 1970s to help addicts live semi-normal lives 

and today, somehow, we think we can invent and prescribe ‘safe’ opi-

oids?  Seems mankind will never learn… 
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United in the spirit of teamwork, the Columbus Division of Police will be 

a trustworthy, diverse, progressive and community-minded organization 

devoted to providing excellent public service. We will be unyielding in 

purpose and dedicated to live by our Core Values, which reflect our gen-

uine desire to care for the safety and well-being of our community and 

our employees.   

Zone 1 Crime Trends and Patterns 

Find us online (CTRL & Click): 

 https://www.columbus.gov/police/ 

While Zone 1 has relatively little “violent” crime, our property crime rates are pretty high.  These are often “crimes of opportuni-
ty”, in which the suspect(s) enter an unlocked vehicle and look for valuables.  Another concern is restaurant parking lots.  Owners 
are enjoying a meal, perhaps after shopping, when their vehicles’ windows are smashed, and vehicle contents are taken.  From 
the map above you can see that  the Tuttle Mall/Bethel Rd corridor and the Polaris areas are prime locations for these crimes.   

It’s not even safe to leave things in the trunk!  Plan to shop AFTER dining whenever possible, or bring your purchases into the res-
taurant with you.  It’s worth a little “schlepping” to ensure plenty of presents under the tree!  

Wishing you a safe and fun holiday season, and a healthy, happy New Year! 

https://www.columbus.gov/police/

