
As I compare December’s crime 

statistics with the past couple of 

weeks, I can see that crime is 

slowing down after the holiday 

season. We dedicated a lot of 

resources to protecting the major 

shopping districts on Zone 1. 

Each holiday shopping day, we 

deployed an extra cruiser at 

Easton, Polaris and Tuttle Malls 

to prevent thefts from cars and 

apprehend thieves/robbers. Our 

Community Response Team dedi-

cated a significant amount of 

their time to catching profession-

al shoplifters stealing high-value 

items. All the while, patrol officers 

were focusing on the increasing 

number of robberies along Morse 

Road. 

Moving into January, stolen cars 

and thefts from cars continue to 

plague Zone 1. The thefts are 

widely scattered but I can see a 

concentration of stolen cars tak-

en out of neighborhoods along 

Cleveland Avenue. We are as 

perplexed as you on this…many 

of the stolen cars were left run-

ning. Officers have told me that 

people are leaving their cars run-

ning at gas stations/fast food 

Commander Cameron’s Observations 

LexisNexis Community Crime Map https://communitycrimemap.com/ 

City of Columbus Website https://www.columbus.gov/ 

Franklin County Municipal Clerk of Courts http://www.fcmcclerk.com/ 

Franklin County Common Pleas Clerk of Courts https://clerk.franklincountyohio.gov/index.cfm 

Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services http://mha.ohio.gov/ 

Columbus Police Online Crime Report https://www.columbus.gov/police-offensetypes/ 

Franklin County Sheriff Sex Offender Search http://www.icrimewatch.net/index.php?AgencyID=55213&disc 

Franklin County Animal Care & Control http://dogs.franklincountyohio.gov/services/field-services.cfm 

Columbus City Attorney Prosecutor Division http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/prosecution.aspx 

Franklin County Prosecutor http://prosecutor.franklincountyohio.gov/ 
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Useful Community Links (CTRL & Click) 

stores while the owner runs 

inside. If an officer catches 

someone doing this, I’ve in-

structed them to issue that 

person a citation under Ohio 

Revised Code 4511.661. 

Lastly, we’ve had a rash of 

commercial business robberies 

since the first of the year. Many 

of these robberies were on 6 

Precinct in the Hamilton Road 

area. Our Community Re-

sponse Team helped identify 

the suspect who was arrested by Gahanna Police. How-

ever, the arrest of one person doesn’t necessarily end 

our robbery problem and we’ve had a few more since. 

Shortly after robbing the Speedway on Cleveland Ave-

nue, we had another robber apprehended by Clinton 

Twp Police. We are still searching for a robbery suspect; 

a slender male black just under 6 feet tall and may be 

missing his front teeth. Please call our Robbery Squad if 

you might know who he is, 614-645-4665. 
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Welcome to Ohio as I say a lot. It has been very cold 

and snowy over the last month, which will bring me to 

my discussion point.  

DO NOT leave valuable items in your vehicle.  On one 

of the snowy mornings, I was driving through a neigh-

borhood and noticed footprints in the snow.  These 

prints not only were walking in the street, but also 

going up into almost every driveway.  All the prints 

were going to every car.  I followed them for a while, 

but was unable to see where they ultimately led.   

This month I would like to highlight the Salem Civic 

Association.  Salem is bordered by E. Dublin Gran-

ville Rd. to the North, Strimple Ave. to the South, I-

71 to the East and Sinclair Rd. to the South.  They 

also have the walking bridge that goes over I-71 

and connects to Woodward Park.  Salem has a very 

strong turnout at their civic association meetings 

and that goes a long way into keeping the area 

aesthetic and safe.   

One of the best kept secrets even to many resi-

dents is Chaseland Park.  Chaseland Park is cared 

1 Precinct Officer Larry Geis 

18 Precinct Officer Scott Clinger 

6 Precinct Officer  Eric Jones 

minimize their own risk.  Dogs are notoriously un-

predictable.   Most burglars in the study said this 

makes a dog an effective deterrent.  

Home Burglar Alarm System-The burglars in the 

survey rated a home alarm system as a good way 

to cause a potential burglar to move on to a differ-

ent target.  There are a lot of choices in the home 

burglar alarm system market.  Their quality ranges 

from great to not so great.   There are still more 

homes without any alarms than there are with 

alarms.  When a burglar cases a house and notes 

evidence of a security alarm system, most move on 

to easier targets. 

The surveyed burglars did note that even the above 

listed items are not fool proof in stopping all break-

ins.  The answer for you and your home security 

needs may be a combination of security measures.   
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17 Precinct Officer  Joseph Townsend 

A number of residents have been concerned about 

solicitors on 17 Precinct.  If a solicitor comes to 

your door: 

Do not open your door to a stranger that you do not 

feel comfortable talking to.   Always use your peep-

hole on your door to get a view of who is on the 

other side.   Do not engage in conversation even 

through the door.  Yell for someone else in the 

house to let the stranger know that you are not 

home alone, and to show that someone is actually 

home.  If you are outside and see solicitors coming 

your way, make sure that you tell them you are not 

interested before they get up to you, so that they 

get the message that you are not interested in 

talking with them.  Once they leave, try to remem-

ber their/their vehicle description. With this infor-

A recent study/survey caught my attention.  A 

security consulting group interviewed 25 convict-

ed burglars.  The consulting group asked the 

burglars to rate common security measures for 

their effectiveness in deterring a home burglary.   

The following 4 items were picked by the helpful 

burglars as most effective in stopping a burglar 

from striking: 

Movement activated security lights- Is it a motion 

light, or did the homeowner just spot me?  Most 

burglars don’t stick around to find out.  

Security cameras- Most burglars realize that a 

picture (or video) is worth a thousand 

words….especially in front of a judge in a court 

room!  

Dog in the house-Believe it or not, burglars try to 

I have had a couple people ask me this about having 

2 registrations for their car and wondered which one 

to put in the car.  You should use the one that does 

not have your address on it.  This was done years 

back because people had their cars broken into and 

the thieves would go burglarize their homes by get-

ting the address off of the registration. Be vigilant 

and aware in your neighborhood, if something or 

someone looks out of place or suspicious report it. 

Here’s to hoping for an early spring!! 

mation feel free to call the police so that CPD can 

respond to make sure that the solicitors are li-

censed and legally allowed to be out there.  Com-

municate with your neighbors whenever you see 

anyone in the neighborhood that does not appear 

to be there for good reason. Never hesitate to call 

CPD under any circumstance. 

On another note, I want to recognize Granby Ele-

mentary Boy Scout Pack #3044. I had the pleasure 

of attending their monthly meeting on January 18, 

2018, where I talked about being a police officer, 

and had a Q&A session with the boy scouts. All of 

the scouts had great questions about the police 

department, and the interaction I had with them 

was fantastic. I wish all the best for Granby Elemen-

tary Boy Scout Pack #3044. 

for by the City of Columbus Parks and Recreation 

Department.  This park is located between E. Lin-

coln Ave., Joos Ave., Eisenhower Rd., and Crawford 

Dr.  There are only two entrances to the park, one 

located on E. Lincoln Ave. and the other on Joos 

Ave.  Both entrances are extremely camouflaged 

and most people would pass them and never 

know they were there.  It is rumored this year they 

will be placing signs at both entrances.  This is a 

nice park with trees, playground equipment and it is 

right in the middle of the civic association’s area. 

614-645-1401 

614-645-1406 

614-645-1417 

614-645-1418 



Bi-annually, the State of Ohio publishes a report on drug 

abuse trends throughout the state. The report won’t help 

much with a more personal situation you are dealing with 

but it might provide you with more insight and understand-

ing of the magnitude of our drug abuse problem. I need to 

throw out one very important point of clarity regarding the 

report; addiction to heroin and prescription opioids such as 

Fentanyl, Oxycodone, Percocet and Vicodin is essentially the 

same addiction. While Cocaine abuse remains high in the 

is in effect; or after 7:00 p.m. and before 7:00 

a.m. when it is not in effect. 

We do not recommend giving money to panhan-

dlers.  Many times the money is used for alcohol 

or drugs and not for the reason they are asking 

for the money.  It is okay to say no and walk 

away.  There is no reason to feel angry or guilty, 

however; if you choose to give money be aware, 

alert, and prepared to act. 

Stay Safe! 

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season.  This month, I 

would like to address some of the questions, concerns, and 

complaints many have pertaining to panhandlers.  The Divi-

sion currently is acting under the advisement of the Colum-

bus City Attorney’s Office not to enforce city codes regarding 

panhandling because the federal courts have struck down 

similar laws in other cities.  However, we still will enforce 

laws against “Aggressive Panhandling.”  An offense of Ag-

gressive Panhandling occurrs when a panhandler intention-

ally obstructs pedestrian or vehicular traffic, aggressively 

begs in a manner to intimidate you (i.e., physical contact, 

violent gestures, approaching you at an ATM, etc.), or solicits 

after 8:00 p.m. and before 7:00 a.m. when Daylight Savings 

Inside the Opioid Epidemic Commander Cameron 

Protect Yourself and Your Property   Sgt. Bruce Whittaker 

From the Lieutenant Lt. David Justice 

lights, school buses loading/unloading children and 

emergency/construction vehicles with flashing warn-

ing lights. 

You must yield to others when entering the roadway 

from a private drive. 

Intersections present even more challenges and are 

where most accidents occur. Never change lanes 

within an intersection, never cut across lanes in 

heavy traffic to make a turn, at 4-way stops you 

must yield to who arrived first or the vehicle to your 

right, when turning left you must yield to an oppos-

ing vehicle is going straight and at T-intersections 

yield to vehicles on the through roadway. 

Never assume the other driver knows what you are 

doing or where you are going.  

Making eye contact with other drivers helps you 

both navigate safely. 

Zone 1 has the unfortunate distinction as home to some of 

the most dangerous intersections within the City. There are 

many reasons why, such as the volume of traffic and road-

way design but in many instances, accidents are the result 

of poor driving habits. Below I’ve listed some of the more 

common mistakes drivers make along with safe driving 

tips. 

Always remember your car weighs over 3000 pounds and 

can easily injure or kill pedestrians or cyclists. Generally 

speaking, use extra caution when they are in the roadway 

even if they are violating the law. 

Decrease your speed when entering an intersection and 

always yield to pedestrians or cyclists in the roadway. 

When making left-hand turns, always yield to approaching 

vehicles. 

Round-a-bouts are a newer to our society. Vehicles enter-

ing the round-a-bout must yield to those already in the 

circle. Again, also yield to any pedestrians or cyclists. 

Right-of-way laws require you to yield from a stop/yield 

sign, right turns at a red light, flashing red or yellow traffic 
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614-645-6127 

614-645-4140 

Columbus Region, opiate addiction is relatively equal to or in 

some areas higher. And, a more current addiction pattern is the 

abuse of prescription depressants like Xanax and Klonopin 

mixed with alcoholic beverages.  

http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Research/OSAM-TRI/

FINAL_OSAM_Columbus_%20January_June_2017.pdf 

http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Research/OSAM-TRI/FINAL_OSAM_Columbus_%20January_June_2017.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Research/OSAM-TRI/FINAL_OSAM_Columbus_%20January_June_2017.pdf


120 Marconi Boulevard 

Columbus OH  43215 
 

Non-Emergency  614-645-4545 

PURPOSE-PASSION-PRIDE 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

United in the spirit of teamwork, the Columbus Division of Police will be 

a trustworthy, diverse, progressive and community-minded organization 

devoted to providing excellent public service. We will be unyielding in 

purpose and dedicated to live by our Core Values, which reflect our gen-

uine desire to care for the safety and well-being of our community and 

our employees.   

Zone 1 Crime Trends and Patterns 

Find us online (CTRL & Click): 

 https://www.columbus.gov/police/ 

Looking back over 2017, statistics show a reassuring trend downward for the year for total crime statistics on Zone 1.   

 

In violent crime, aggravated assault is down by 22%, and robberies (both commercial and individual) are down by 9% for the year.   

 

The property crimes of burglaries and thefts from vehicles are also down, by double digits.   

 

As regular readers of this column are aware, vehicle thefts are up on Zone 1.  As has been discussed, many of these are vehicles stolen 

while they are left unattended and running.  These are crimes of opportunity:  in nearly every case, the crime would not have been commit-

ted if the vehicle had not been running.  As the old saying goes, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” 

 

You, our Zone 1 residents, are the key to keeping order in our neighborhoods—your awareness, communication with each other, and willing-

ness to call the police to document incidents that occur all combine to help us identify problems and assist with solutions.  Let’s continue 

our partnership! 

https://www.columbus.gov/police/

